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Construction Update: Federal Way Transit Center 

Crews working for Sound Transit are pouring concrete for the ramps between the third 
and fourth floors of the five-floor parking garage.  Work is also well underway on the large 
water quality detention vault on the southwest corner of the transit center site.  We’ve 
finished the base slab of concrete and crews are now building the interior and exterior 
walls of the vault. 

The new Federal Way Transit Center is on budget and on schedule to open in early 
2006.  You can view new photos of the transit center construction on our Web site. 

Construction Update: I-5 – S. 317th HOV Direct Access 

Last week crews began work to widen the northbound on-ramp from westbound S. 320th 
Street.  We are widening this ramp to add a high occupancy vehicle (HOV) lane on the 
ramp. 

We are also preparing the slopes on the west side of the freeway for planting now that 
the retaining walls along the right side of the southbound exit ramp to S. 320th are 
finished.  

Crews continue working on the S. 317th bridge deck, retaining walls, Military Road bridge 
supports, electrical systems and relocating the southbound off-ramp to S. 320th to the 
right of its current location. 

You can view the latest construction photos on our Web site. 

I-5 Lane Closures 

Drivers should expect nighttime closures of the three right lanes on northbound I-5 
near S. 320th Monday through Thursday nights. The first lane will close at 6 p.m., the 
second at 7 p.m. and the third at 11 p.m. All lanes will reopen by 5 a.m. each following 
morning.  These closures will continue for several weeks while crews improve the 
northbound I-5 pavement. 

We will also close the left lane of southbound I-5 from 5 a.m. to 1 p.m. Monday 
through Friday this week (March 14-18) for work on the Military Road bridge.  We are 
extending the HOV lanes across the bridge to S. 320th.  

http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I5/S317th_DirectAccess/photos/mar05.html
http://www.wsdot.wa.gov/Projects/I5/S317th_DirectAccess/photos.htm


I-5 Federal Way Traffic By the Numbers 

How many vehicles travel through Federal Way via I-5 on an average weekday? 
Nearly 200,000 

How many vehicles get on and off I-5 at the S. 320th interchange each weekday? 
Over 50,000 

How many of the 50,000 vehicles that use the S. 320th interchange daily are carpools, 
vanpools and buses? 
About 5,300 

How many lanes do the 5,300 HOVs merge across to get in and out of the HOV lanes at 
S. 320th? 
Three lanes 

How many lanes will HOVs merge across to get in and out of the HOV lanes at S. 317th? 
ZERO!  Carpools, vanpools and buses will have DIRECT ACCESS to the HOV lanes 
at S. 317th.  

How many buses will use the new HOV ramps at S. 317th by early 2006? 
About 200 

Highway Advisory Radio Updates  

Tune your radio to AM 1520 to hear a new project update each week on I-5 in 
Federal Way. Questions or comments? E-mail Laura Johnson at 
JohnsoL@wsdot.wa.gov. 

Sign Up! 

Did a friend or colleague send you this e-mail?  To join our list, send an e-mail to 
lyris@lists.wsdot.wa.gov with “subscribe fedway-i5-317th-l” in the body of the e-
mail.   

You’ll receive an e-mail asking you to confirm your subscription. Just hit reply 
and send, and you’ll receive another e-mail confirming that you are subscribed to 
our list. 

If you have any problems, just e-mail Laura Johnson at JohnsoL@wsdot.wa.gov.  
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